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been delayed, were not thought, in reality, to havo received
any injury, their murmurs have boon tho loss regarded.

It might bo expected, sir, from a patriot, a lamrntor of
the degeneracy of mankind, and an infloxible opponent
of corruption, that he should consider rathor facts than
persons, that he should regulate his derision by tho un-
variable principles of reason and justice, and that, thrro-
fore, he should not applaud at ono lima what ho condemns
at another.

But this gentleman seems to have established MOIUO now
maxims of conduct, and, perhaps, upon now notions of
morality; for he seems to imagine, that his friends may
seize, as their right, what his adversaries cannot, touch with-
out robbery, though the claim of both ho tho name*

It is well known, sir, to the whole army, that a noble
person, whose abilities are so loudly celebrated, whoso
virtues are so liberally praised, and whoso removal from
his military employments is so solemnly lamented as a
publick calamity, obtained his first preferments by preten-
sions very different from military merit, ami that at tho
age only of seventeen, a time of lifo in which, whatever
might be his abilities, very little prudence or experience
could be expected, he was advanced to tho command of a
regiment, and exalted above many officers whose known
bravery and frequent hazards entitled them to favour*

I do not assert that he was undeservedly promoted, or
condemn those who either solicited or grunted hin com-
mission ; I maintain only, that what wan them rtuiHOtmblo
and ju&t, is not now either iniquitous or ridiculoiiH, and
different persons in the same circumstances have a right
to the same treatment.

In the reign of queen Anne, a reign, wir, which ovary
Briton recollects with so much satisfaction, and which will
for ever afford examples of the wisest councils, awl mowt
successful wars, when new regiments wore to be rained, it
was far from being thought necessary to observe this
gentleman's favourite method of rotation; posts wore filled,
not with the officers of other regiments, that room might
be left for the promotion of Serjeants, but with gentlemen